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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 


The present work forms the second of the Mysore Archaeological Series : 
Architecture and Sculpture in Mysore , and deals with the Kesava temple at 
Bclur, one of the most exquisite specimens of the Hoysala stylo of architec- 
ture, built by the Iloysala king Vishnuvardhana in A. D. 1117. The 
Kesava temple at Somanathapur, treated of in the first monograph of this 
Series, is a trikutacliala or three-celled structure, while the subject of the 
present monograph consists of only one cell, though sorrounded by several 
temples, shrines and subsidiary buildings, and. being older than the other by 
nearly one hundred and fifty years, may be looked upon as one of the earlier 
examples of the Hoysala style. According to Ferguason it combines con- 
structive propriety with exuberant decoration to an extent not often 
surpassed in any part of the world. 

To do anything like justice to the marvellous elaboration and beauty of 
the details of this gem of architecture hundreds of plateB are necessary. 
For the purpose of this short monograph, however, only some of the most 
striking features have been selected and the temple is illustrated by forty- 
five plates. The illustrations have been prepared by Mr. T. Namassivayam 
Pillai, the Photographer and draughtsman of my Office. 

The list of the artistic buildings of the Hoysala and Dravidian styles in 
Mysore given in the first monograph has now been enlarged to .Borne extent 
by the addition of some more monumonts of the two styles brought to light 
by recent exploration. Though by no means exhaustive, it is sufficient to 
give an idea of the richness of Mysore in these artistic treasures. 

It only remains for me to express my thanks to scholars and the press 
for their appreciative notices of my Monograph on the Kesava temple at 
Somanathapur. 


Bangalore, 
June 1919. 


R. NARAS1MHACHAR. 
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PROVISIONAL LIST OP ARTJ8TIC BUILDINGS OF TOE HOYSALA AND 
DRAVIDIAN STYLES IN MYSORE. 


Those that are marked with an asterisk are mure or less in a ruinous 

condition. 

HOYSALA. 


Temple 

Place 

Period 

Heigh 

llKM A RES 

1. 

Pasav^Mvara 

Tonaobi 

C. 1047 

Vinayadiiya 



2. 

Malliuathabasti* 

Angadi 

C. 1060 

do 



3. 

Kedarosvara 

Belgami 

C. 1060 

do 


Triple. 

4. 

Tripurautaka* 

do 

1070 

do 

... 

Doable. 

6. 

Kaitabhoavara 

Kuppalur 

C. 1070 

do 



6. 

Adinaiba-baBti 

Chikka Hanaao&e ... 

C. 1090 

do 

... 

Triple. 

?. 

Lakwhniidevi 

Dodda Qaddavalli ... 

1119 

Viabnuvardhana 

Quadruple 

8. 

Kesava 

Belur 

1117 

do 


... 

9 

Kappe-Cheunigaraya 

do 

C. 1117 

do 

... 

Double. 

10. 

Vira Narayana 

do 

G. 1117 

do 


... 

11. 

Kirti-Narayana 

Talkad 

HIT 

do 


... 

12. 

Dbarmesvara 

Grama 

1128 

do 

... 


13. 

Kosava 

do 

G. 1128 

do 



14. 

Karawiaiba 

do 

C. 1128 

do 


... 

16. 

Kenava 

M^ala 

1180 

do 


... 

16. 

Hiddbeevara 

do 

1130 

do 


... 

17. 

Parsvaiiatha-baBU ... 

Halebid ... ... I 

1133 

do 


... 

18. 

Hoy^alervara 

do 

C. 1141 

Naraaimha I 


Double. 

19. 

Jain banti* 

CboJaaaodra 

1145 

do 


Triple. 

20. 

Kvbava* 

lloDDavara 

1149 

do 


... 

21. 

Kagesvara* 

Nidugal durga 

c. neo 

do 



22. 

Paruvanatba-baAli ... 

Heggire 

1160 

do 

... 

... 

23. 

Tuvara 

Anekouda 

C 1160 

do 



24. 

Kc^ava 

Pbarmapura 

1162 

do 



26. 

Do 

liuliekare 

1163 

do 



26. 

HoyRalanvara* 

Tougiuagalla 

C. 1163 

do 



27. 

Narayana* 

SoUur 

1169 

do 

... 

... 


vi 


Hoysala — contd 



Tbmplb 

Placm 

* 

Prhiou 

Rhton 

IiFMATtKB 

m. 

Someavara 

Snttnr 

C. 1169 

Naraaimba I 


Triple. 

89. 

Keaava 

Nagamangala 

C. 1170 

do 


do 

80. 

Brabmeavara 

Kikkeri 

1171 

do 



81. 

Buobeavara 

Koramangala 

1173 

do 


... 

82. 

Akkanabaati 

Sravana Belgola ... 

1188 

Ballala II 



88. 

Amritoavara 

Amritapura 

1196 

do 



84. 

Siugeavara* 

Hebbalala 

1800 

do 



88. 

8antinatha-baBti 

Jiuanathapura 

C. 1900 

do 


... 

86. 

Mahalingeevara* 

Mavuitanballi 

C. 1200 

do 


Triple. 

87. 

CbatUiBvara* 

Chatchattanballi ... 

C. 1800 

do 


do 

88. 

Trimurti 

Bandalike 

G. 1800 

do 


do 

88. 

Auekal 

do 

C. 1900 

do 


do 

40. 

KodandalUma 

Hirimagaltir 

C. 1900 

do 

... 


41. 

Siddheavara 

Kodakaai 

C. 1900 

do 



48. 

Malle* vara 

Huliyar 

C. 1900 

do 



48. 

Virabhadra 

Grama 

C. 1200 

do 


Douhlo 

44. 

Andal 

Belur 

C. 1900 

do 



46. 

Sankaras vara* 

do 

C. 1900 

do 



46. 

Kenava* 

Angadi 

C. 1900 

do 



47. 

Santinatha-basti* 

Bandalike 

C. 1804 

do 



48. 

Kirti-Narayana 

Heragu 

1918 

do 



49. 

Kodareavara 

Halebid 

1919 

do 



60. 

Virabhadra 

do 

G. 1890 

do 



61. 

SahaBinkuta-baaii ... ... 

1 

Araikere 

1990 

do 



68. 

Isvara 

do 

G. 1990 

do 



68. 

Do 

Nandiiavare ... .. ! 

G. 1890 

do 



64. 

Harihara 

Haribar 

1994 

Naraaimba II 



66. 

Mule-Singesvara* 

Bellur 

1294 

do 


Triple. 

66. 

Kalleavara* 

Hoggero 

1939 

do 



67. 

Galagesvara* 

do 

G. 1838 

do 



68. 

Someavara 

Harnhallt 

1884 

do 



69. 

Keaava 

do 

C. 1934 

do 



60. 

Mallikarjuua 

Baaaral 

1936 

do 

... 

Triple. 

61. 

Latah mi-Narasiraha 

Naggihalli 

1949 

Someavara 

... 

do 



HOTSILi — conoid. 


Tsmpls 

Plaos 

PSRtOD 

Kara* 

Bbmabo 

63. 

Sadaaiva 

Nuggihalli 

C. 1940 

Sotnasvara 



68. 

Lakahmi-NaraaiinhA 

Ja vagal 

0. 1260 

do 


Triple. 

64. 

hvan* 

Budanur 

C. I960 

do 



66. 

Padmanabha* 

do 

C. 1960 

do 


... 

66. 

Panohalinga 

Govindanhalli 

0. 1960 

do 


Quintuple 

67. 

Keaava* 

Nagalapnra 

0. I960 

do 


... 

68. 

Kedareavara* 

do 

G. 1960 

do 


... 

60. 

Malleavara* 

Hulikal 

c. laso 

do 



70. 

Keaava 

Tandaga 

O. I960 

do 


... 

71. 

Lakahmi-NarayAna ... 

Hpaabolalu 

G. 1960 

do 


Triple. 

73. 

Keaava 

Aralaguppe 

C. 1960 

do 


... 

78. 

Do 

Turuvekere 

G. I960 

Naraiimha 111 



74. 

Mule* 8ankarea vara ... 

do 

G. 1960 

do 


... 

76. 

Yoga-Madhava 

Settikere 

1961 

do 


Triple. 

76. 

Kesava 

Somanathapur 

1968 

do 


do 

77. 

Madhavaraya 

Bellur 

C. 1970 

do 


do 

78. 

Lakshmi-NarABimha 

Hole-Naraipur 

C. 1270 

do 


do 

70. 

Do 

Vignaaanie 

L986 

do 


do 

80. 

BalAlingeavara* 

do 

G. 1386 

do 


... 

81. 

Lakahmikanta 

Hedatale 

O. 1209 

BaUala III 


... 

83. 

Nagareavara* 

do 

G. 1399 

do 


... 


DRA VIDIAN. 


1 . 

Nandiavara 

Nandi 

C. 800 

Oovinda 111 


3. 

Lakahmaneavara, etc . 

Avani 

C. 940 

Bira-Nolamba ... 


8. 

Ohamandaraya-basti 

Sravaua Belgola ... 

O. 900 

Raobamalla IY ... 


4. 

Kalloavara 

Aralaguppe 

G. 1091 

Tribhuvanamalla 


6 . 

Muktinatheavara* 

Binnamangala 

O. 1100 

Kulottunga-Ghola 


6. 

Valdyeavara 

Talked 

C. 1100 

do 


7. 

Panohakuta-baati* ... 

Kambadahalli 

G. 1190 

Viabnuvardhana 


8. 

Naraaimha 

Agara 

C. 1130 

do 


9. 

Gangadhareavara 

Kaidala 

1161 

Naraaimha I 


10. 

Amara^Narayana 

Kaivara 

G. 1960 

Selvandai-Devar 





▼iii 


Dravidian — ooncld. 
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ARCHITECTURE AND SCULPTURE IN MYSORE. 

Mo. II. 

♦ ' 

THE KESAVA TEMPLE AT BELUR. 


B ELUR, the head -quarters of the taluk of the same name in the Hass an 
Distriot of the Mysore State, is situated in 13° 10' N. and 75° 56' E. on 
the right bank of the Yagaohi or Badari, the ohief tributary of the river 
HSm&vati, whioh it joins at Gorur in the Hassan Taluk. It is 28 miles to 
the south-west of Bapav&r, a railway station on the Bangalore-Poona line, 
and 24 miles to the north-west of Hassan on the Hassan-Chikmagajur road. 
In old inscriptions it is named Beluhur and occasionally Vfilapura, the 
latter name occurring mostly in later inscriptions and literature. It was 
once the capital (rajadh&ni) of the Hoysaja kings : Ball&la I (1100-1106) 
ruled the kingdom from the capital Beluhur, 1 and Vishpuvardhana, his 
younger brother, ruled the kingdom from the great city V6l&pnra in 1117* 
and from the capital Beluhfir ip 1123.* Owing to its sanctity the place is 
described in later inscriptions as the modern earthly Vaikuptha ( abhinava - 
kshdnl- Vaikuntha)* the great holy seat in the three worlds ( triloka-maha - 
sthanam) and the southern Benares (dakshina-Vardnasi). 1 Some time after 
the destruction by the Muhummadans of Ddrasamudra or Hajebld, the 
celebrated Hoysala capital situated about 10 miles to the east of Belur, the 
latter continued as the capital of the BSlur kingdom which was conferred 

1 Epigraphia Camatiea, IV, Nlg&m&ngala 32; and Ibid., VI. Chikmagajur 160. 

* Ibid., V, Bel Or 58 and 71. 

* Ibid., Hassan 116. 

* MelkOte in the Seringapatam Taluk is also known as bkiildka- Vaikunfha, Vaikatyha 
being the abode of Vishpu. 

* Ep. Car., V, Bel Or 4. 
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by the Vijayanagar king Krishna- Dova-R&ya ( 1509-1529) on Era- Krishna ppa 
Nayaka, the bearer of his hadapa or betel-bag, whoso successors ruled ovei 
tho principality for nearly two centuries. In 1645 the Belur kingdom was 
overrun by the Ikkeri chief &ivappa- Nayaka and bestowed by him on Srl- 
Ranga-Rftya, the fugitive king of Vijayanagar who had fled to him for 
refuge. But in accordance with a treaty concluded between Mysore and 
Ikkeri in 1694 a portion of the principality was ceded to the Belur chiefs 
and the rest annexed to Mysore. 

The Ko&ava temple at Belur is ono of the most exquisite specimens of 
the Iloysala style of architecture. From the fine inscription 1 on the east wall 
to the left of the north entrance of the central hall (Plate XLIV) we learn 
that the Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana caused the temple to be erected and 
set up the god Vijaya-Narayana in it in A.D. 1117. There is also a copper 
plate inscription* in the temple which is similar in contents to the stone 
inscription mentioned above and gives the same date. Recently an inscrip- 
tion in the form of an anushtubh verse was discovered on the pedostal of 
the god, which states that king Vishnu caused to be made tho image of 
Vijaya-N&rayana. It will thus be Seen that tho god is named Vijaya- 
N&rayapa in the old inscriptions, though popularly known as Kesava. 
According to tradition this temple was erected by Vishnuvardhana to com- 
memorate his conversion by the celebrated Vaishnava apostle Rainanuja- 
charya from the Jaina to tho Vaishpava faith. It is also stated that Rarna- 
nujacharya deputed his sister’s son and disciple Mudaliyandan to assist at the 
consecration ceremony. Tradition also attributes to Vishnuvardhana the 
consecration on one and the same occasion of five images of Nitrayapa 
( pancha-Ndrdyaya-pratishthe ) at different placos, namely, Belur, Talk&d, 
Melkote, Toppiir and Gadag, though according to one account Gundlupet 
comes in for the honor instead of Gadag. As we saw above, there is 
cpigraphical confirmation of the tradition with regard to Belur. A few 
years ago, during the excavations that were conducted around the Kirti- 
Narayana temple at Talkad, a Tamil inscription was disclosed on the base- 
ment of the temple recording that Vishnuvardhana, having rooted out 
Adiyam&n, the Chola viceroy, took possession of Talka<J and set up the god 

‘ Bp. Car., V, B«lur 58. 

* Belflr 71. 
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Klrti-N&r&yana in it in A.D. 1117.' So, the tradition with regard to Talk&d 
is also borne out by epigraphical evidence. We have to await further re- 
search with regard to the remaining places, each of which has an old temple 
dedicated to Narayapa. 

The Ke&ava temple is situated in a court measuring 443' 6" by 396' 
and enclosed by a high wall, surrounded by several temples, minor shrines, 
mavttapas or halls, and subsidiary buildings (Plate II). Plate I gives a view 
from the south of some of the buildings in the enclosure. The temple faces 
east and has two maJiddvdras or outer gates in the eastern front, of whioh 
the one to the north is surmounted by a lofty gdpura or tower. The other 
gate, which is practically closed, is known as Ane-bagilu or the Elephant’s 
Gate. Tho Kebava temple measures 178' by 156' and stands on a terrace, 
about 3 feet high, which closely follows the contour of the structure. Plate 
III gives the south view of the temple and Plate IV the north view. The 
building consists of a garbha-griha or adytum, a sukliandsi or vestibule, and 
a navaranga or central hall which has three entrances on the oast (Plate V), 
south, and north (Plate VI). The south entrance is known as “ the Friday 
entrance ” (&ukravdra-bdgilu) and the north, as “ the Heavenly entrance ” 
(Soar gad a-bdgilu). On the jambs of the east doorway (Plate VII) are sculp- 
tured Manmatha and his wife Rati ; on those of the south, Hanuman and 
Garuda; and on those of the north, female chauri-boarers. The pediments 
have a projecting panel with a figure of Garuda, above which, Hanked by 
makaras, we have on the east Narasimha killing the demon Hiranyakabipu, 
on the south Varaha killing the demon Hiranyaksha, and on the north 
Kebava. The north and south pediments are carved also on the back. 

Beginning at the sides of the east doorway and extending beyond the 
north and south doorways up to the outer wall of the sukhandsi , runs a 
jagati or railed parapet, on which are sculptured in succession from the 
bottom the following horizontal friezes : ( 1) elephants, (2) cornice with bead 
work surmounted by simha-laldtas or lions’ heads at intervals, (3) scroll 
work with figures in every convolution, (4) another cornice with bead work, 
(5) small figures, mostly female, in projecting ornamental niches with inter- 
vening figures of Yakshas seated inward ; (6) delicately carved figures, 
mostly femalo, between pilasters ; (7) eaves with bead work with a thick 

% 1 Mysore Archaoloyical Report tor 1912, paras 22 and 83. ^ ^ 
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creeper running along the edge of the upper elope adorned with mini- 
ature turrets, lions and beautifully carved tiny figuros; and (8) a rail contain- 
ing figures, sometimes indecent, in panels between double columns surmount- 
ed by an ornamental band. It is not known why the moulding above the 
elephant frieze is left blank all round tho temple. Plate VIII shows all the 
friezes and Plate IX exhibits the railed parapet on an enlarged scale from 
the second frioze upwards. Tho rail to the right of the oast entrance illus- 
trates briefly the story of the Mah&bharata up to the 6alya-parva : Bhima 
is represented as worshipping Gaqapati, and Duryodhana as falling unwit- 
tingly at the feet of Krishna, his throne tumbling down by Krishna pressing 
his foot against the earth (Plate IX). Further on the frieze on the creeper 
(7) shows briefly scenes from the R&mayana. The Bame frieze exhibits here 
and there exquisitely carved tiny seated figures playing on musical instru- 
ments. Above the rail oome pierced stone windows or perforated soreens 
surmounted by the eaves. These are 20 in number, 10 to the right and 10 
to the loft of the east doorway, running along the walls up to the left 
and right sides of the south and north doorways. They form a oharming 
feature of this beautiful temple. Ten of them are sculptured with Puragic 
scenes, and the rest decorated with geometrical designs (Plates X, XI and XII). 
Of the sculptured ones, five of which are to the right and five to the left of 
the east doorway, some details are given below : — 

First screen to the right of the east doorway . — The sculptures on this are 
said to represent the darbar of king Vishnuvardhana, who built the temple 
in 1117 (Plate XIII). The top panel has the god K6sava in the oentre flanked 
by chauri-bearers as well as Hanum&n and Garuda. The middle panel 
shows the king seated in the contre with his queen to the left. He holds a 
sword in the right hand and a flower in the left. Behind the queen stands 
a female attendant. To the right of the king, a little to the front, are two 
seated gurus or religious teachers, one of them with his hand in the teaohing 
pose, with two disciples at the back. There are also several officers, 
attendants, eto., in the group. Some of the figures, including the royal 
couple, have large ear-lobes with ornaments. The bottom panel has rearing 
lions with riders as also seated lions. 

Third screen . — We have on this the representation of the story of Bali, 
the demon king, making a gift to Vamana, the Dwarf incarnation of 






PLATE JY 



N'OHTH VIEW uF KEsAVA TEMPLE 







PLATE VI 



#*» ASUTIB 3‘IJIETt. 


NORTH ENTRANCE 
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Vishnu. Tho top panel shows Lakshnrin&r&yana flanked by Hanuman and 
Garuda. In the middle panel we see Trivikrama in the centre with his 
uplifted foot which is washed by Brahma. To his right Btands Bali with 
folded hands, and to his left two figures of Garuda, one with folded hands 
and the other dragging Sukracharya, the minister and preceptor of Bali. 
The lower panel represents Bali’s darbdr , his making the gift, etc. 

Eighth screen. — In tho top panel we have Lakshminar&yana, with 
attendants as in the first screen. The middle panel shows Kjishpa as 
Kafiyamardana or the punisher of the serpent Kajiya with two figures with 
folded hands at tho sides, while tho lower one represents a music party. 

Ninth screen. — The first panel has Vishiju flanked as usual by Hanu- 
man and Garuda. The second shows Siva seated on Nandi, flanked by 
Ganapati and Subrahmanya and further on by warriors holding flagR, swords 
and shields. The third has the dikpdlakas or regents of the directions Indra 
to Kubera soatod on their vehicles, while tho fourth represents a battle scene. 

Tenth screen. — Here we have the representation of the story of 
Prahl&da (Plate XIV). The centre of the upper panel is occupied by a figure 
of Lakshminarayana flanked by Garuda and another figure which is not 
Hanuman. The middle panel has a figure of Narasimha killing Hiranya- 
ka&ipu, with Garuda and Hanuman at the sides. The lower panel shows 
four seated figures of Prahlada with folded hands undergoing various kinds 
of torture. Incidentally it may be mentioned here that all the four figures 
of Prahlada wear Tenkale ndmap % on their foreheads. This is of some 
interest as proving the antiquity of this 6rivaishnava mark, as we shall see 
further on that the perforated screens of this temple were caused to be 
made by Ball&la II (1173 — 1220), the grandson of Vishnu vardhana. 

First screen to the left of the east doorway.— This is mostly similar to 
the first screen to the right (Plate XV). It is said to represent the darbdr of 
king Narasimha I, tho son of Vishnuvardhana. The top panel shows Yoga- 
Narasimha flanked by chauri -bearers as well as Hanuman and Garuda. The 
middle panel has the king seated in the centro with his queen to the left. 
He holds a sword in the right hand and a flower in the left. At the left end 
are seen three seated figures with folded hands wearing coats. These may 
represent officers. There are also several attendants in the group. The 
bottom panel has lions like the first screen to the right. 
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Fourth screen. — The first panel has a seated figure of Vishnu, while the 
second illustrates the story of the ehurning of the milk ocean. 

Seventh screen. — The upper panel has Vishnu flanked as usual by 
Hanuman and Garuda. The second depicts the killing of Kamsa by 
Krishna, while the third delineates his killing the elephant Kuvalayftphja and 
his contest with the wrestler Chipura. The fourth shows him as playing 
on the flute, the notes of whioh are intently listened to not only by the 
cows but also by the wild beasts. 

Ninth screen . — This shows a figure of Rangan&tha reclining on a 
beautifully carved serpent. 

Tenth screen. — The top panel has Lakshmlnarayana flanked by chauri- 
bearers. In the second we see Hanuman and Garuda fighting over what 
looks like a linga placed between them. Both of them have laid their hands 
on it. The linga is split into two halves by the discus of Vishnu seated 
above. The combatants seem to have exchanged their head-dresses during 
the fight: we see Hanuman wearing the crown of Garuda. 

The pillars at the sides of every screen have on their capitals figures 
standing out supporting the eaves. These bracket figures, which are mostly 
female, are wonderful works of art. They are called madanakai figures in 
Kannada. Two of them represent Durga and three are huntresses, one 
bearing a bow and the others shooting birds with arrows. Most of the 
other figures are either danoing or playing on musical instruments or dres- 
sing or decorating themselves. Several of them are represented as wearing 
breeches. Once there were forty of them around the temple, and it is fortu- 
nate that only two are now missing. Four of these can be seen on Plate V, 
four on Plate VI, and two each on Plates XII, XIII and XV. Out of these 
ten figures, six are shown separately on Plate XVI. Of the 38 figures now 
standing around the temple, it is interesting to note that 18 are signed 
images, i.e., they bear inscriptions on their pedestals giving the names of the 
artists who executed them. The majority of the madanakai figures are also 
represented in miniature in the sixth frieze of the railed parapet. 

Beyond the jagati or railed parapet we have on the walls around the 
temple 80 large images, of which only 19 are female. The images are not in 
a continuous row as in other temples of this style, e.g., the Ke&ava temple 
at Sdman&thapur, but stand apart from one another with some interval 
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between them. Tho figures representing gods and goddesses may be 
analysed thus: — Vishnu 32, the same as Lakshminarayapa 2, as Vamana 1, 
as Narasimha 2, as Varaha 2, as Rangan&tha 1, and as Balarama 1 ; Siva 
and P&rvati, standing, 1 ; Siva as the destroyer of Andhak&sura and Gajasura 
3; Harihara 2; Surya 4; Parvati including Durgi and Mahishasuraraardini 
5 ; Bhairava 2 ; Manmatha and Rati 1 ; also one each of Gaqc&a, Brahma, 
Sarasvati, Garuda and Chandra. There are also figures of Ravapa, Daksha, 
Arjuna, Bali and Sukrach&rya. Two of the large images on the walls, 
Narasimha in the south-west and Ranganatha in the north-east, are 
enshrined in ugly structures which mar the beauty of the temple. But from 
the inscriptions Belur 25 and 30 we learn that these structures were put up 
in about 1173 and 1588 respectively. There are also figures of gods and 
goddesses in the third, fifth and sixth friezes of the railed parapet. Four of 
the large images on the west wall, two representing Vishnu, one Sarasvati 
and one Manmatha with Rati, are shown on Plate XVII. 

Attached to the outer walls of the garbha-griha in the three directions 
are three elegantly exocuted car-like niches in two storeys enshrining 
Vishnu figures. Each storey is adorned with a railed parapet. On the 
niches are sculptured from the bottom upwards these friezes — (1) elephants, 
(2) lions, (3) horsemen, (4) turrettod pilasters, and (5) a rail with figures, mostly 
female, between double columns. Plate XVIII shows the north niche. The 
outer walls of both the storeys have figures on them. The south niche has 
on the left outer wall Vishnu belqw and Sarasvati above ; and on the right 
wall Vishnu below and a sixteen-armed Narayana seated on a lotus above, 
a four-armed Garuda supporting tho lotus with two hands, the other two 
being folded. The west niche shows on the left wall Vishnu below and 
Bhlma attacking Bhagadatta’s elephant above ; and on the right wall a 
female figure holding a vessel in the left hand and a flower in the; right 
hand with Garuda to the right, below, and Sarasvati and another female 
figure above. The Vishnu figure inside is a signed image. The left wall of the 
north niche shows below a female figure with two children at the sides said 
to represent Krishna and Balarama. The child to the right holds a young 
lion with a rope. May it represent Bharata, &akuntala’s son ? The upper 
portion has a female figure. The right wall of the same niche has a female 
figure below and Durg& above. 
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A few interesting sculptures in the temple may be noticed here : — Bala- 
rama with a discus in the left hand and a plough in the right ; Chandra 
holding ht mudas or water-lilies in both the hands; and Narasimha with 
sixteen hands killing Hiranyakasipu, with Kayadhu, the mother of PrahlA- 
da, and Qaruda at the sides. The last madanakai figure to the left of 
the north doorway, which represents a huntress, is flanked by two small fi- 
gures, of which the one to the left is represented as carrying a bamboo lath 
to the ends of which are tied a deer and a crane shot in the chase ; while 
the other gets a thorn removed from the leg by a seated figure whioh uses a 
needle for the purpose. The second madanakai figure to the right of the 
east doorway holds in its hand betel leaves which are true to nature, while 
the small figure at its left side squirts scented water with a Byringe. In the 
creeper-like canopy of the figure to the left of the north doorway is sculptur- 
ed on a fruit a fly, perfect in every detail, on which a lizard is preparing 
to pounce. In the rail or eighth frieze are seen — to the right of the north 
doorway a king and his queen seated witnessing a wrestling match ; also six 
Pandarams or Saiva devotees with their heads covered ; to the left of the 
same doorway a man with a long coat, hood and kammarband or belt in 
the act of cutting of! his head before a seated goddess (perhaps Durga) who 
stops him; and to the right of the north-east ugly structure enshrining Ran- 
ganatha a chain of destruction — a double-headed eagle or <ja?uiabherunda 
attacking a iarabha, which attacks a lion, which in its turn attacks an ele- 
phant, the latter seizing a snake which is in the act of swallowing a rat — 
with the figure of a sage wondering at the sight. In the sixth frieze, to the 
left of the north doorway is observed a female figure stripping itself on find- 
ing a lizard in the cloth, the lizard being shown to the left. Similarly, one 
of the madanakai figures, the second figure to the right of the north doorway 
(Plate VI), is represented as stripping itself on finding a scorpion in the 
cloth, the scorpion being shown on the base. But people attribute some 
mysterious power to the figure in the sixth frieze and believe that pouring oil 
over it wards off the evil effects of a lizard falling on tho body. It may 
be remarked in passing that about sixty-eight figures in this frieze are miss- 
ing. In the fifth frieze, to the left of the south doorway is seen a female 
figure drawing a picture on a board ; also a figure of the nude Mohini along 
with that of Dakshinfimurti dressed in a check long coat with kammarband . 
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In tbe third frieze are seen two figures carrying a bamboo lath on the shoul- 
ders with dead game tied at the ends, figures shooting with guns and a fi- 
gure of Jina. 

At the sides in front of all the throe entrances there are two fine pavi- 
lions with two more opposite to them at some distance on a lower level, the 
upper ones containing as a rule figures of Vishnu and the lower ones those of 
Bhairava, Maliish&suramardini and so forth. These pavilions have a frieze 
of elephants on the base. Plate XIX gives the front view of the upper pa- 
vilion to the left of the east entrance and Plate XX a side view of that to 
the right. There are likewise three more pavilions on a lower level opposite 
to the three car-like niches around tbe garbha-griha. These have three 
friezes — elephants, lions and horsemen — on the base. All the nine lower 
pavilions have figures inside, though in some cases the original figures have 
been replaced by modern ones. The left lower pavilion at the oast entrance 
has Bhairava and the right, Durg&; the left pavilion at the south entranco 
has T&ndavesvara, which is not tho original figure, and tho right, Brahmi- 
ni with three faces and the swan emblem ; and the left pavilion at the north 
entrance has Vishnu, not the original figure, and the right, Mabishasura- 
tnardini. The one opposite to the south car-liko niche has Durga, that 
opposite to the west niche Vaishnavi, and that opposite to tho north niche 
Gauapati, not tho original figure. Each doorway has at tho sides the Hoy- 
sala crest, i.e., a figure of Sa}a, the progenitor of the Hoysaja family, 
stabbing a tiger. Plate XX shows one of these figures. 

Tho navaranga or central hall appears to havo been originally left open 
as in the Kirti-Narayana temple at Talk&d 1 without door-framos aDd screens. 
In the latter temple the walls subsequently raised conceal the inscriptions 
on the sides of several of tho pillars. The door-frames of tho navaranga of 
the Belur temple are surely of a subsequent period as evidenced by the muti- 
lation of the side pillars and the concealment of the inscriptions on them 
by the figures on the jambs. This fact is borno out by the inscription Be- 
lur 72 which tells us that the door-frames, doors and perforated screens 
were caused to be made by Ballala II (1173-1220), the grandson of Vishnu- 
vardhana. The mukha‘)nan(apa or hall in front of the Kesava temple, known 
as the bali-mantapa, is a later structure. It is also called N agin ay aka’s 
1 Mysore Arclueological Report tor 1912. para 21. 
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mantapa owing to a chief of that name having built it. It was in existence 
before 1667, sinoe Bglfir 28 records a grant in that year for taking the god 
to the mantapa. 

The work inside the Kfi&ava temple is even finer in some respects than 
that outside. The image of Ke&ava, or Vijaya-N&riyapa as it is named in 
the inscriptions, is a very handsome figure, about 6 feet high with prabha 
or halo, standing on a pedestal, about 3 feet high, flanked by consorts. It 
has four hands, the upper two holding a discus and a conch and the lower 
two, a lotus and a mace. The prabha has the ten avatdras or incarna- 
tions of Vishnu sculptured on it. The sukhandsi doorway, flanked by dvdra- 
pdlakas or doorkeepers, is elegantly executed (Plate XXI). Its pediment, 
with a figure of Lakshmln&r&yapa in the centre, shows excellent filigree 
work. The makaras at the sides bear Varupa and his consort on the back. 
The four pillars in the sukhandsi are later additions. According to Belur 
52 they were set up in 1381 to support the dilapidated roof by order of the 
Vijayanagar king Harihara II by his minister Kampanna. The beam in 
front of the sukhandsi doorway has sculptured on it the twenty-four murtis 
or forms of Vishnu. The navaranga has raised verandas on both sides of 
the three entrances. The pillars, which are artistically executed, are of 
three different sizes, and, with the exception of the contral four, all differ 
from one another in design. The arrangement of the pillars enhances the 
beauty of the structure. Plate XXII gives the view of a portion of the na- 
varanga with its pillars. Two pillars on the verandas at the sides of the east 
entrance are shown on Plate XXIII. Two other pillars in tho navaranga 
deserve special notice. The well-known Narasimha pillar (Plate XXIV), which 
apparently used formerly to revolve, is carved with minute figures all round 
from the top to the bottom. One of the figures, a tiny bull, is known as 
katjiale-basava , because it is of the size of a seed of the Bengal gram ( kada - 
le). A small space on the south face of the pillar is said to have been left 
blank by the artist who prepared the pillar as a challenge to any artist who 
ean appropriately fill it up. The other pillar, standing to the right of the 
sukhandsi doorway, shows marvellous filigree work (Plate XXV). It is car- 
ved with a female figure in front and has eight vertical bands with fine scroll 
work the convolutions of which show delicately executed figures repre- 
senting the Hindu triad of gods, the ten incarnations of Vishpu, the 
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ashfa-dikpalakas or regonts of the eight direotiona and so forth. There are 
also lions represented with the faces of other animals. This is perhaps the 
most beautiful pillar in the temple. 

The four central pillars support a large domed ooiling, about 10 feet in 
diameter and 6 feet deep, which is a grand piece of artistic workmanship 
remarkable for richnoss of ornamentation and elaboration of details. Plate 
XXVI shows a portion of it. 1 The lotus bud depending from the top has 
Brahma, Vishpu and 6iva sculptured on it and the bottom frieze illustrates 
scenes from the Ramayapa. Thero are four exquisitely carved female mada- 
nakai figures standing on the capitals of the four central pillars. Of those, 
three are signed images. The one on the south-east pillar (Plato XXVII) has 
a parrot seated on the hand. The bracelot on the hand of this figure can be 
moved up and down. From the inscription on the pedestal of the image on 
the south-west pillar (Plate XXVIII) we loarn that it represents dancing 
Sarasvati. The head ornament of this figure can be moved. The figure on the 
north-east pillar (Plate XXIX) is shown as dressing the hair and the one on 
the north-west pillar (Plate XXX) as dancing. The remaining ceilingH in the 
navaranga are mostly flat and oblong in shape. Those in front of the en- 
trances have the aahfa-dikpdlakait sculptured on three separate panels. One of 
the ceilings at the oast entrance has Narasimha killing Hiranyakaftipu in the 
centre (Plate XXXI), the one corresponding to it at the south, Varaha, and 
that at the north, KsSava. It will be noticed that these figures arc the Bame as 
those carved on the pediments of the respective doorways. The ceilings over 
the verandas show better work than those at the entrances. The west veranda 
at the south entrance has a frieze depicting scenes from the Ram&yana. 

As stated before, eighteen of the braoket or madanakai figures around the 
temple, three madanakai figures in the navaranga and the Vishnu figure in the 
west car-like niche bear inscribed on their pedestals the namos of the artists 
who prepared them. Suoh labels have also been noticed in the Kesava temple 
at Sdmanathapur. 1 Among the names of the artists inscribed in the Kesava 

1 There is a rafter put aoross the ceiling (or swinging tho ultava-vnjraha or processional 
image of the temple on certain occasions. As this is not only an eye-sore but also a dangor 
to the safety of the oeiling, it has to be removod and some other arrangement made to swing 
the god. 

' The Keiava Temple at SOmon&thopir, page 5. 
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temple at Bfcliir may be montioncd D&soja, his son Ch&vapa, Chikka Ham pa, 
Malliyapa, Padari Malloja, Kencha Malliyappa, Masada and N§g5ja. It is 
interesting to note that some of tho labels give a few details about the sculp* 
tors, such as their native places, parentage, characteristic titles and so forth. 
D&soja and his son Ch&vana belonged to Balligr&me, i.e., Belg&mi in the 
Shik&rpur Taluk of the Shimoga District. The former had the title “smiter 
of the crowd of titled sculptors” ( biruda-mvdri-gondala-badiva ) and the latter 
the title “a Siva to the Cupids titled sculptors” ( bimda rfivari-Madana- 
Mahlba). Ch&vapa is also described as a bee at the lotus feet of the god 
Dharmfisvara of Balligr&me and is stated to have done his work at the instance 
of Kefiavadeva. A second title, “a hhtrunda to the iarabhas rival sculptors” 
( machharipa-rilvdri-Aarabha-bhlrunda ), is also applied to him. Of Chikka 
Hampa it is stated that he was Tribhuvanamalla-DSva’s artist, that he 
prepared some of the images in the viantapa or hall of the god Vijaya- 
N&r&yapa built by Hoysaja Bitti-Deva (or Vishpuvardhana), that he was 
the son of Infcja and that he had the title “champion over rival sculptors” 
(machcharipa-ravdrigala ganda). Malliyapa calls himself the artist of tho 
mah&-mapdal6&vara Tribhuvanamalla capturer of Tajakadu bhujabala-Vira- 
Ganga-Hoysala-D&va (ViBhnuvardhana), and bore the titles “a tiger among 
Bculptors” ( rav&ri-puli ) and “a thunderbolt to the mountains rival titled 
scluptors” {machcharipa-biruda-rnvdri-giri-vajradanda). It is stated of 
Padari Malloja that he was the son-in-law or sister’s son ( aliya ) of Vadoja of 
N&lvatub&da and had the title “a pair of large scissors to the neoks of titled 
sculptors” ( biruda-rwari-gala-gandagattari). Nagoja is described as the artist 
of the god Svayambhu-TrikutfiSvara of Gadugu (Gadag), as the delighter of 
the hearts of the good and as a bee at the lotus feet of Sarasvati. He was 
the son of Katoja and bore the title “? confounder of sculptors” (ravari- 
jagadala). Masada was the son of Yallapna. Two more labels give some 
details without naming the artists. One of them styles the artist the 
Vi&vakarma of the Kali age and applies to him the titles “a lion to the 
elephants titled sculptors” ( biruda-rttvdrlbha-kanthirava ) and “smiterof the 
crowd of titled sculptors.” lie belonged to Lokkigupdi. The other label 
describes the artist as a pupil (rndni) of Tribhuvanamalladfiva of the great 
agrahdra (or rent-free village) Behur in the Kunta|a country. Another label 
in which the name of the artist is effaced states that he was the son-in-law 
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or sister’s son of Chaloja of Nalvatubada and had the title “smiterof 
the crowd of titled sculptors.” This was also the title of Dasoja, and it is 
just possible that this and the other label noticed above giving the Bamo 
title may refer to the same artist. 

Four images bear the signature of Dasoja, four of his son Ohavana, three 
of Malliyana, two of Chikka Ham pa, and one each of Padari Malloja, Kencha 
Malliyanna, Masada and Nagoja. The two upper figures on Plate XVT, 
which are also seen on Plate XII, and the figures on Plates XXVIII and 
XXIX represent four such signed images ; the first figure on Plate XVI, which 
represents a huntress, and the figure on Plate XXIX being the work of Dasoja, 
and the second figure on Plate XVI wit h a monkey pulling at its cloth and tho 
figure on Plate XXVIII, that of his son Chavana. The figure on Plate XXVII 
is also a signed image; but the label does not name the artist — it merely states 
that he was a pupil of Tribhuvanamalladeva of Behur in the Kuntaja country. 
The period of all these sculptors is about 1117, the year in which the god was 
set up in the temple. There are likewise four more signed images in the build- 
ings outside the Kesava temple, the names of the sculptors being Bhandari 
Madhuvarupa, Madhuvanna, Bechama and Guinma Blrana. It is very proba- 
ble that these artists belong to a later period. Two of these images, Adhara- 
saktiand Venugopala, executed by Bhandari Madhuvanna and Madhuvanpa 
respectively, are exhibited on Plate XXXII. 

A few words may now be said about the other temples and buildings in 
the enclosure. The Kappc-Chennigaraya temple, situated to the south of 
the Ke&ava temple, measures 124' byv 105' and has two cells with entrances 
opposite to each (Plate II). The chief cell with the figure of Kappe-Chen- 
nigaraya has a snlchandsi and faces east, while the other with a figure of 
Venugopala faces north. Plate XXXIII gives the east view of the temple. 
The sukhandsi doorway (Plate XXXIV) is well executed and its pediment, 
like that of the same doorway in the Kesava temple, has a figure of Lakshml- 
narayapa flanked by makaras. Here, however, Varupa is represented as seated 
under a canopy leaning against the maJcara and not as riding it as there. 
The pediment of the doorway of the other cell has a figure of Narasimha kill- 
ing Hiranyaka&ipu flanked on either side by a makara , a Vishpu figure and an 
elephant. The niches at the sides of the sukhandsi doorway enshrine figures 
of Lakshmin&r&yana, while those at the sides of the other cell have figures 
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of Sarasvati and Gaijapati. Opposite to the Sarasvati niche is another with 
a figuro of Mahishasuramardini (Plate XXXV). The ceilings are elegantly 
oarvnd. Two of them ate shown on Plates XXXVI and XXXVII. The four 
oentral pillars of the navaranga had once four madanakai figures each on their 
capitals, but now there arc only three left. As in the Kedava temple there are 
raised verandas on both sides of the entrances. The outer walls have no 
sculptures. There are three niches in the three directions around the garbha- 
griha of the chief cell. The god Kappe-Chennigarftya is so named because 
according to tradition there was found in a cavity near the navel of the image 
a kajrpc or frog. Chennigaraya is a popular name of Chenna-Kefiava or the 
beautiful Kesava. The following is the tradition referred to above;— 

Kaidala, a village in the Tumkiir Taluk, which formerly bore the name 
of Krldapura and was the capital of a state, was the native place of the 
famous architect and sculptor Jakanachari. His career began while Nfipa- 
Raya was ruling in Krldapura. He then loft his native place and, entering 
the service of various courts, produced the works by which his fame is to 
this day upheld. After his departure, a son, Dankan&chari, was born to 
him, who when grown up, set out in search of his father, neither having 
ever seen the other. At Belur the young man found the Ks6ava temple in 
course of erection and remarked that the image of Chennigar&ya had, a 
blemish. As this would be a bar to the image being made an object of 
worship, the sculptor, who was no other than Jakapachari' himself, hastily 
vowed to cut oil his right hand if any defect could be found in an image he 
had carved. To test the matter the figure was covered with sandal paste, 
which dried on every part except around the navel. In this on examination 
was found a cavity the son had detected, containing a frog and some sand 
and water. Mortified at the result, Jakanachari cut off his right hand, and 
enquiries as to who his critic was, led to the unexpected discovery of their 
mutual relationship. Subsequently Jakan&ch&ri was directed in a vision to 
dedicate a temple to the god Kesava in Kridapura, his native place. Thither 
he accordingly returned, and no sooner was the temple completed than his 
right hand was restored. In commemoration of this incident the place has 
ever since been called Kaidala, tho restored band. 

On a pillar of the mahadvara or outer gate of the Kd6ava temple at 
Kaid&la is a figure, about II feet high, standing with folded hands wearing 
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an uttartyam or upper cloth and armed with a dagger, whioh is said to 
represent J akanachari who built the temple. But this tradition does* not 
appear to be worthy of credenoe. The existence of a sculptor named 
Jakap&ch&ri, who is supposed to have built all the artistio structures of 
different periods in Mysore and elsewhere, is itself doubtful, seeing that no 
snob name has been met with in any of the ornate buildings so far examined, 
though the names of numerous other sculptors have been noticed. Further, 
the expression Kaida)a does not by any means convey the sense “ a restored 
hand” in Kannada, though both the words kai and tala mean “a hand”. 
Again, the name of the village being Kaid&Ja with a long a, the supposed 
meaning of Kaida]a, even if corroct, cannot be attached to it. It is very 
likely that the figure on the pillar, referred to above, represents a chief who 
caused the temple or the mahddvara to be erected. 

An inscription newly discovered on the pedestal of the image of Kappe- 
Chennigaraya, whioh consists of an anushtvbh verse, states that the image 
was set up by S&ntale, the seinor queen of Vishpuvardhana. The incomplete 
inscription Belur 16 on the wall to the left of the north entrance of the 
Kappe-Chennigar&ya temple, which is similar in contents, as far as it goes, 
to Belur 58 and 71 recording the consecration of the image of K&6ava 
(Vijaya-N&rayaoa), and which ends with the praises of queen 6antala-D8vii 
was evidently intended to record the consecration of Kappe-Chennigaraya- 
Opposite to this temple, near the Elephant’s Gate, stands a stone slab carved 
with a male and a female figure standing side by side with folded hands under 
an ornamental canopy (Plate XXXVIII). The rich dress and the ornaments 
with whioh they are decorated evidently indicate high rank. The male 
figure wears a oone-shapod cap, partly covering the ears, and a robe extending 
down to the feet with an uttartyam thrown over it. It also wears large 
earrings with four ? diamonds in each. The female figure is also richly 
dressed and ornamented. Unfortunately, the faces of the figures are injured, 
though the other parts are intact. It is highly probable that the figures 
represent Vishpuvardhana and his queen Sin talc, who set up respectively 
the gods Vijaya-N&r&yapa and Kappe-Chennigar&ya. The Vira-N&r&yapa 
temple to the west of the Ke6ava temple is a small neat building measuring 
70* by 66'. It consists of a garbha-griha , a sukhandti and a na varan ga , and 
has a row of large images on the outer walls. Plate XXXIX gives the east 
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view of the temple. The number of large images is 69, of which 36 are 
female. The deities represented are Vishnu, Siva, Brahma, Pftrvati, Saras* 
vati and Bhairava. The sculptures on the north wall representing Bhlma’s 
fight with Bhagadatta and his elephant are very well executed. The west 
wall shows a peculiar standing figure with three orowned heads. It is richly 
ornamented and holds a discus and a conoh in the upper hands, the other 
hands being broken. It does not seem to represent DattfitrSya. The in- 
scription Belur 68, of 1117, registers grants for the three gods Vijaya- 
N&r&yana, Chenna-KfiSava or Chennigaraya and Lakshmln&r&yaua. It is 
probable that the third god is identical with the image in this temple, 
though it is now known as the Vira-N&rayaua temple. It will thus be seen 
that the three temples — the Kg&ava, the Kappe-Chennigarfiya and the Vlra- 
Nftriyapa — belong to about the same period. 

The qarbha-griha , surmounted by a tower, of the temple of the goddess 
Soman&yaki situated to the south-west of the KfiSava temple is also popu- 
larly assigned to the same period (Plate I, left end). The front portion of 
this temple is said to be a later structure built by a member of the Dalavayi 
family of Kalale. The tower of the Ke&ava temple, which is no longer in 
existence, was, it is said, exaotly like that of the Somanayaki temple, only 
much larger in size. According to Fergusson the upper part of the tower 
was anomalous 1 . But this anomaly can easily be accounted for by the 
vicissitudes through which the original tower had passed. From Belur 24 
we learn that the wood work of the tower having rotted and fallen, it was 
repairod in 1298 by order of the great minister Khapdeyar&ya Someya- 
dapn&yaka. The temple suffered injury at the time of the Muhammadan 
invasion in 1310, and is said to have been shut up till the time of the 
Vijayanagar king Harihara II (1377-1404). Belur 63 tells us that in 1387 
the tower was repaired and a gold kalaia or finial fixed on it when Muddapa 
was the minister of Harihara II. According to Belur 64 and 66, the same 
work was done again in 1736 during the rule of the Mysore king Kfishna- 
Raja and the minister Nanja-R&ja, and once again in 1774 when the Mysore 
king Chama-Raja and Navab Bahadar Haider Ali ruled the earth. With so 
many vicissitudes it is no wonder that the style of the tower was incon- 
gruous. It has been a frequent source of trouble since, and been rebuilt, but 

has now disappeared altogether. 

1 History of Indian and Eastern Architecture, I, 440. 
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The temple of the goddess Apd&l> situated to the north-west of the 
K&fiava temple, has a row of large images on the outer walls (Plate XL). The 
easement and the top have also here and there friezes of elephants, scroll 
work and Pur&nic scenes. The structure has the appearance of having been 
built with the materials belonging to some ruined temple of an earlier period. 
The number of large images on the outer walls is 31, of which 19 are female. 
The canopies over the figures, which differ from one another, show elegant 
workmanship. Besides the usual deities, Lakshmi and Mohini are also 
represented here. Two of the figures on the south wall are signed images 
executed by B6chama and Madhuvauua. Tho handiwork of Madhuvanua, 
which is a figure of Vepugopala, is shown on Plate XXXII. Plate XLI 
shows a fine figure of Lakshmln&r&yana flanked by femalo chauri-bearers on 
the same wall. 

Other temples in the enclosure are thoee of Jlyar, tho Alv&rs, Nara- 
simha and Rama, situated in a line to the east of the Kappe-Chennigaraya 
temple, and those of D8&ikar, Krishna, Bbashyakara or Rainanujacharya 
and Anjaneya to the east of the Andal templo. Several of these are later 
additions. Jiyar, also known as Yaravara-muni and Manavaja-mamuni, was 
a 6rivaishnava teacher and author who flourished in the 14th and 15th 
centuries. On the south wall of the Jlyar temple is a figure of Adharasakti 
executed by Bhaud&ri Madhuvapna, which is shown on Plate XXXII. The 
Alv&rs are Srfvaishpava saints who composed Tamil hymns in praise of 
Vishpu known as the Ndlayira-prabandham consisting of nearly four 
thousand stanzas. On the basement of the temple of the Alv&rs, both inside 
and outside, runs a frieze representirlfe scenes from the Ram ay ap a. Desikar, 
also known as V&dantach&rya, was a &rivaishpava teacher and author who 
lived in the 13th and 14th centuries. 

Of the remaining structures in the enclosure, the building in the north- 
west cornor was, acoording to BSlur 20, erected in 1180 by Balla|a II to 
serve as a kottdra or granary. We also learn from Belur 2 and 72 that he 
built the fine pond known as V asud 6va-sar5vara situated in the north-east 
ooraer. At the entrance to this pond are two elephants at the sides, and 
two pavilions to the north and south. The mantapa to the south of tho 
Vlra-N&rayapa temple is known as the V&hana-maptapa, because the temple 
vehioles ( v&hanas ) are kept there. One of its pillars bears an inscription. 
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Belur 18, recording a grant in 1292 by tho Hoysaja king Ballala III, but 
as the grant relates to a Siva temple in some other place it is doubtful if the 
mantapa is of this period. Tho mantapa to the south-east of the Kesava 
temple, known as tho Suvarna-tnantapa or Kalyana-mantftpa, which has a 
figure of Sugrlva in it, is said to have been built by the Mysore king 
Kanthirava-Narasa-Raja-Odcyar (1638-1659). The building to the south 
of the north outer gate is the ugrana or storehouse and the one adjacent to 
it, the pdkasdle or kitchen. Both have a fine ceiling in front (Plates XLII 
and XUII). Belur 72 attributes the erection of the kitchen, as also of the 
enclosing wall, to Ballala II. Attached to the south of the kitchen is the 
yagaSdle or the place for offering oblations in the fire, which, according to 
Belur 13, was built in 1484 by Lakkhanna-nayaka, son of M adhuvarasa-nayaka 
of Muttagadahalu. It is probable that Ballala II who built the enclosing wall 
(Belur 72) may have also built a gopura or large tower over the north outer 
gate. At any rate there was a gopura to the temple before 1397, since we 
learn from Belur 3 that theformor gopura having been dismantled and burnt 
by Ganga-Salar, the Turuka of Kalburga, the present one was rebuilt with 
seven storeys in that year by Gunda-daudadhipa, the minister of the Vijaya- 
nagar king Harihara II. According to tho inscriptions tho affairs of 
the Kesava temple were managed by a committee of 88 Srlvaishijavas. 
The annual festival of the god Kesava takes place in April, and it 
is worthy of note that for threo days during tho festival the Panchamas 
have the privilege of entering the courtyard of the temple to pay homage 
to tho god. They also present to the god a pair of large leather sandals once 
in two or three years. Those are kept in the temple and aro supposed to be 
used by the god. When they are worn out, the Panchamas, to whom the 
fact is revealed in a dream, prepare now ones with great devotion and corc- 
monial purity and offer them to the god. The other temples in the Stato 
which the Panchamas are allowed to enter during the annual festival are the 
Narayanasvami temple at Mfilkote in the Seringapatam Taluk and the 
Ranganathasvimi temple on the Biligirirangan Hills in the Yejandur Taluk. 
They likewise present sandals to the gods in these places. 

We may now proceed to say a few words about tho inscriptions relating 
to the temple. Several of them havo already been briefly referred to. The 
most important of these epigraphs is BelQr 58, which records the consecration 
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of the temple in 1117 by Vishpuvardhana (Plate XLIV.) It is a long inscrip- 
tion of 85 lines consisting of Sanskrit and Kannada stanzas and Kannada 
prose passages which are almost wholly made up of Sanskrit words. After 
an invocatory verse in praise of Ke6ava and Siva, the epigraph prooeeds to 
give the usual acoount of the rise of the Yadu race and the Hoysalas and 
their genealogy down to Vishnuvardhana who is praised at considerable 
length. Of Vinay&ditya it is stated 1 that when he set forth for war the 
Konkapigas, saying “ the water of his sword will drown us,” scattered pell- 
mell in every direction and that the hill chiefs, dreading his valour, came 
and placed their heads at his lotus feet. His queen was Keleyabbe. Their 
son was Ej-eganga. The celebrated Dh&ra, the chief oity of the valiant 
M&lava kings, which Bhdja by victory over hostile kings had enlarged, he 
took as if the preliminary sip (dpO&ana) before feasting on the dominions of 
his enemies. He also burnt Bhdja’s principal fortresses. The burning of 
Baleya-pattana on the sea-shore by the flames of Egeganga’s anger, reoalled 
to mind the appearance of the waves of the sea when consumed by Rama’s 
fiery arrow. His queen was Echala-Devi. They had three sons — Ball&la, 
Vishnu and Uday&ditya. Breaking with their swords the pride of Pa$dy&» 
who opposed them with arrogance, Vishpu and Ball&la seized the goddess of 
his sovereignty. In Dfirasamudra they defeated the army of JagadSva and 
captured his treasury. His god being M ah 66a, his wife the goddess of Vic- 
tory, the group of his dependants the whole earth, his relations by marriage 
his equals — the world-renowned Ball&la was truly great. 

Victorious is Vishpu-D§va, enjoyer of learned discourses in the assembly 
of clever scholars, a student of the Bharata-Sastra, a favorite of the goddess 
of Victory and a constant worshipper of Purushdttama. First taking into 
his arms the goddess of the Poysala kingdom, he brought all the points of 
the compass under his command, and capturing Talak&du, became the first 
to the Ganga kingdom. He burnt the chief city of the Gangas. In order 
that R&j6ndra-Chola, disgusted at the water of the K&v6ri suddenly becom- 
ing polluted, should be driven to the use of water from wells in the vicinity, 
Vishnu by the power of his arm made the hostile army drown in the stream 
of the river, and caused his own valour to shine forth. Then follow long 

' In what follows only important facts are notioed, mere laudations being omitted. 

3* 



20 


INSCRIPTIONS RELATING TO THE TEMPLE 


strings of epithets applied to Vishnuvardhana, his queen Santala-Devi, the 
Kesava temple and the god Kesava. 

When the maha-mandalesvara who has acquired the band of five great 
instruments, lord of the excellent city of Dvaravati, the foundation pillar of 
the palace kingly dharma adorned with the finial the Yadu race, obtainor of 
boons from V asantikadevi, delighter in bowing to the lotus feet of Mukunda, 
(and with numerous other epithets, among which are), proficient in the art 
of poetry music logic grammar the Vedas and tho Puranas, lord of Gandagiri, 
an untimely thunderbolt in splitting the rock Pandya, terrifier of the 
Tulu king, a Bhairava in destroying the army of JagaddSva, a lion to the 
elephant Sdmesvara, displayer of his valour before Magikyaddvi of the 
Chakrakiita throne, destroyer of the pride of Adiyama, a gale in overturn- 
ing the treo Narasimhabrahma, gratifier of the yOginis or female spirits with 
draughts of blood out of the skull-cup of Ka|ap&la, a Garmja to the serpent 
Chengiri, king of the hill chiefs, a fierce elephant in destroying the garden 
Irungoja, a Vainya in shaking with his bow the mountain Chengiri Permala, 
establisher with his army of Patfci-Permala, capturer of Ta|avanapura 
(Talkad) the Kongu country Nojanibavadi Nlla-parvata and Kdj&lapura, 
attacker of Kovatur Teriyur Vallur Nangalipura Gha^akapata and K&nchi- 
pura, builder of the wonderful Vijaya-Nar&yana temple with the wealth 
acquired by the strength of his arm, boarer of the tiger crest, lord of Vfida- 
parvata sanctified by tho penance of Brahma, champion over the Malapas, a 
swan sporting in the gardens on the banks of tho K&vdri, a victorious 
N&rayana, the illustrious Tribhuvanamalla-bhujabala-Vlra-Ganga-Vishnu- 
vardhana-Poysaja-DOva was protecting by the power of his arm a dominion 
bounded on the east by Nangali, on the south by Kongu Chdram and Ana- 
male, on the west by Barakanur in Konkaija, and on the north by Savimale — 

And whon, in company with the senior queen (with many epithets, among 
which are), a Kamale born in the milk-ocean of Balipura, obtainer of boons 
from the god JDhartne&vara, builder of the R&raesvara temple at I&apura, a 
moon in increasing the volume of the ocean of affection in the heart of 
Vishnuvardhana, rejoicer in bowing to the lotus feet of P&rvati, proficient 
in all arts, an earnest student of the Bharatagama, a crest-jewel in dancing, 
a jewel of protection to all faiths, a Sarasvati in singing, a rutting elephant 
to oo-wives, the crowned oonsort Santala-Devi, Vishnu vardhana-Poy- 







\A»t\MMli\ II II Alt IN Mll'Ml-K HAT.L 





A TK x:x\ 



VT 





PORTION OF CENTRAL CEILING OF MIDDLE HALL 




INSCRIPTIONS RELATINO TO THE TEMPLE 


21 


sala-Ddva was in his residence in the great city of VfilApura, ruling the 
kingdom in peace and wisdom — 

He set up with great devotion in a fine lofty temple, which was charac- 
terised hy all the marks of auspiciousness and adorned with female stone 
figures, rows of lions and elephants, towers and banners, (with many more 
epithets conveying a double meaning), the god V i j ay a-N ar Ay apa (described 
with a number of epithets), and, on Vaddavara the fifth lunar day of the 
bright fortnight of Chaitra in the year HSmalambi corresponding to the 
8aka year 1039, in order to provide for the daily and occasional enjoyments 
and the offerings at the three times of the gods Vijaya-NArAyapa, Chenna- 
K86ava and LakshmI-Narayana, and for the livelihood of the temple servants 
(specified), granted a number of villages (namod). It was ordered by the 
elevonth inoarnation, Vishnuvardhana-Hoysaja-Dfiva, that the surplus 
after meeting the expenditure and the income from devotees should be 
devoted to temple repairs. 

Of the remaining inscriptions relating to the temple, the one on the 
pedestal of Vijaya-NArayapa or Kfisava states that the victorious king 
Vishnu, protector of the whole earth, caused to be made the image of 
Vijaya- NarAyapa, the god of gods; while the one on the pedestal of Kappe- 
ChennigarAya tells us that the setting up of the god Chenna-Kesava, bring- 
ing peace to all the creatures of the world, was carried out by &Antala-D6vi, 
the queen and crowned consort of Vishnu. Two records, Bfilflr 15 and 25, 
refer themselves to the reign of Narasimha I, son of Vishnuvardhana. The 
former, which is mostly defaced, soqms to register a grant for the god 
Vijaya-NArayapa. The latter, datod 1173, records a grant of land by the 
maha-pasdyita (master of the robes) Srlvaishpava-Tirumale to provide for 
offerings of rice for the, god Narasimha enshrined in the ugly structure 
attached to the outer wall of the Kesava temple in the south-west, and for 
food to the Srlvaishpavas from other places. Of the reign of Ballafa II, 
son of NArasiraha I, there are four inscriptions — Belvir 2, 20, 59 and 72. Of 
these, Bdltlr 59, which appears to be the earliest, being dated in 1174, states 
that the king remitted all the petty taxes in the twelve villages and their 
hamlets belonging to the god Vijaya-NArAyapa, and that, for the performance 
of prayers, sacrifices, daily service and recitations of the Vfidas in the 
Kftdava temple, he granted certain villages (named) to the 120 bhattas of 
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Kesavapura, the 21 of Subhapura and the 30 &rivaishnava sth&nikas of BelQr. 
He also gave a village for the supply of inilk to the god. BelQr 20, dated 
1180, records that he erected a kottara or granary for the temple, giving it 
the name of Yakshd&a-bhapd&ra, and B§ldr 2 tells us that he had a pond 
made for the god Vijaya-Narayana and named it the Vasudeva-sarovara. 
Lastly, Belur 72 informs us that he caused to be made of stone for Vijaya- 
Narayana pierced windows, secure door-frames, kitchen, granary, ram- 
parts and the Vasudfiva pond. It also refers to his capture of the fortress of 
Uchchangi. There is only one record of the reign of Narasimha III, son of 
Somesvara, namely, Beliir 73, which registers the grant of the village 
Bikkigodu for the god Chenna-K6sava of Belur. Ten epigraphs, most of 
which are dated 1298, fall into the reign of Ballaja III, though he is not 
named in them. Of these, Belur 24 says that by order of the great minister 
S6m eya-dapp &yaka the wood work in the tower of the Ke&ava temple, which 
had rotted, broken and fallen, was strengthened and all the fallen bricks 
restored by the officer Ranganna, and Belur 66 tells us that the same 
minister, in order to provide for plantains, garlands and certain festivals 
(specified) for the god Kflsava, and for the feeding of ascetics and pilgrims, 
had funds deposited with the Srlvaishnavas of the temple with the condition 
that all these works of merit should be carried on from the accrued interest, 
and caused these grants to bo inscribed on the west wall of the south 
entrance. The wall referred to has engraved on it eight inscriptions giving 
details of the grants and the expenditure to be incurred in connection with 
the several items. 

There are nearly twenty records belonging to the Vijayanagar period. 
Five of them, namely, Belur 3, 52, 61, 62 and 63, refer themselves to the 
reign of Harihara II. The earliest of these, Belur 52, dated 1381, states 
that by order of the king the great minister Karnpanija repaired the dilapi- 
dated roof of the suklianOSi of the KeSava temple by setting up four pillars 
as props. Belur 63 tells us that, during the time of the minister Muddapa, 
Malagarasa of the famous KaSmlra family adorned the Kefiava temple with 
a golden kalaia or finial in 1387. Belur 61 and 62, found on two lamp- 
stands of bell-metal, state that the lamp-stands were presented to the 
temple in 1395 by Gupdapa-dapp&yaka, the house minister of the king. 
The men who prepared them were K&ioja and Anakdja, sons of the brazier 
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MarAla-Mindoja of Patana. Thp fifth inscription, BolOr 8, vphich appears 
to be dated 1397, opens with a number of verses in praise of the god 
Ke6ava and after giving briefly the pedigree of Harihara II goes on to give 
a long account of tho valour and exploits of his minister Gupda-dand&dhipa. 
We are then told that by order of the king this- minister restored the grants 
which Vishpuvardhana had made for tho god Kasava, his family deity, and 
which had by lapse of time been greatly reduced ; laid down rules for the 
performance of all the services (67 specified) formerly ordained by Vishpu- 
vardhana ; and rebuilding with seven storeys the gopura or great tower 
over the outer gate, which Ganga-Silar, the Turuka of Kallubarage, had 
dismantled and burnt, set up on its summit a golden kala&a. Then follow 
several verses in praise of the gopura. BelGr 66, an inscription referring 
itself to the reign of Bukka II, records the gift in 1405 of a white conch-shell 
ornamented with gold for the god Ke6ava by the king’s house minister 
Ileggappa and Mallarasa. Beltlr 14, an inscription of the time of Deva- 
Raya 1, dated 1414, records that his great minister Baichc-dannayaka 
caused to be erected a lamp-pillar (see Plate I) for the Kfittika festival of 
lights and a swing for the swinging festival of the god K§6ava. Three re- 
cords, Belur 11, 13 and 70, all dated in 1484, relate to a chief named 
Lakkhanna-nayaka, who was the son of Madhuvarasa-nayaka of Mutta- 
gadahaju. Bslur 13 records the erection of the yUgabale in tho Kfisava 
temple and the other two, grants by him to provide for certain festivals of 
the god. There are two epigraphs, Belilr 57 and 78, of the reign of Kfishna- 
Deva-Raya. The former, dated 1518, registers a grant for the god by 
Singappa-nayaka for the merit of the king ; while tho latter, datod 1524, 
records that Basavappa-N&yaka, a servant of the king, constructed a pond 
for the floating festival of the god Kesava, the family deity of the king, and 
a Vasanta-rnantapa, for the spiritual wolfare of his parents, and made a 
grant of two villages (named) to provide for the expenses. of the festival. 
Belur 4, dated 1548, tells us that during the rule of SadaSiva-Raya Chikka- 
Singapa-N&yaka granted a village to provide for the car festival of the god 
K&6ava, the family deity of the king. B&lQr 1 and 12 are records of the 
reign of &ri-Ranga-RAya I : the former, dated 1578, tells us that....yana- 
rftja granted a village to provide for the daily offerings and those on the 
monthly and yearly birthdays of R&m&nujach&rya, the servant of the foet of 
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the god Ks&ava, in order that merit might accrue to the king, Venkatidri- 
N&yaka and his own parents; while the latter, dated 1580, records the 
erection of a mantapa of 15 ankanas near the Elephant’s Gate for swing- 
ing the god Kd&ava during the spring festival by the BelQr chief Venkatadri- 
N ay aka, son of Era-Kf ishpapa- N ayaka. From BelQr 7, of 1566, we learn 
that the same chief built the Gambia shrine in front of N&gin&y aka’s 
mantapa. 

Of the records that remain to be noticed, BelQr 23, dated 1579, states 
that the stone cot kept in the Kalyapa-maptapa was presented to the 
temple by Honn&jiyarama, daughter of Raghun&thaya and Pedd&jiyamma ; 
BelQr 30, dated 1588, records the erection of the structure enshrining 
Ranganatha, attachod to the outer wall of the Kekava temple in the north- 
east, by Tiruvengajaya for the spiritual welfare of Raghunathaya and his 
consort Peddamma ; Belur 22, of 1626, rocords the construction of a veranda 
of 26 an lianas in the north of the temple enclosure by MQrtiyappa-N&yaka 
and Puttai?h»-N4yaka, servants of Krishnappa-Nayaka’s son Venkatadri- 
N ay aka, in order that merit might accrue to their parents ; and Belur 8, 
dated 1696, tells us that Ke&ava-r&ya, son of Chenniga-raya, caused the 
balipltha (or stone pedestal on which the oblations are offered) in N&gi- 
n&yaka’s mantapa to be erected according to the rules of the Pancharatra. 
Three inscriptions relate to the kings of Mysore. One of them, Belur 29, 
dated 1717, refers itself to the reign of Kpishna-R&ja-Odeyar I and records 
the construction of a pond and a mantapa in front of the temple for the 
spring water-festival of the god by Kappayya, son of Nanjappayya, and a 
money grant by him for the expenses of the festival ; another, Belur 64, of 
1736, states that during the rule of Krishpa-R&ja (II) and the minister 
Nanja-Raja a chief named Venkata had a kalaia fixed on the tower of the 
Ke&ava temple; and the third, Belur 65, dated 1774, tells us that the same 
work was done once again by Nanjayarya during the rule of Ch&ma-R&ja 
(VIII) and Navftb Bahadar Haidar Ali. We may also notioe here the ins- 
criptions on some of the temple jewels and vessels. A gold hand belonging 
to the temple of the goddess bears an inscription stating that it was present- 
ed by the Mysore king Kfishna-Rija-Odeyar I in 1713. From the inscrip- 
tions on a silver pitcher and a gold oup in the temple we learn that they 
were presents from Rangaiya of Aigur, a servant of Kfishpa-IUja-O^eyai 
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III of Mysore, in 1829 and 1830 respectively. A gold neoklaoe set with 
preoions stones was, as indicated by the inscription on it, a gift from 
Nanjammanni, wife of Kfish^e-arasu, in about 1840. 

Some of the inscriptions noticed above and extracts from some of the 
longer ones are given in the Appendix at the end. 

At a short distance to the west of BelQr is situated the Sankard&vara 
temple (Plate XLV), a Hoysaja structure, consisting of a garbha-griha or 
adytum, a sukhandsi or vestibule and a Nandi-mantapa. The navaranga or 
middle hall is gone, only the base boing left. The garbha-griha is sur- 
mounted by a stone tower. The sukhandsi doorway is well executed. It has 
perforated screens at the sides and a well carved pediment with T&od&v86- 
vara in the oentre flanked by makaraa. The garbha-griha and sukhandsi 
have flat ceilings oarved with lotuses. There is also a good figure of 
Tandavfikvara in front of the embankment over the sukhandsi. The outer 
walls have single and double pilasters surmounted by miniature turrets. To 
the north of the temple is a small plain shrine of the goddess. 

Fergusson makes the following remarks 1 in connection with the Bfilflr 
temple : — 

“ There are many buildings in India which aro unsurpassed for delicaoy 
of detail by any in the world, but the temples of Belur and Halebid surpass 
even these for freedom of handling and richness of fancy. 

Belur temple . — The character of the design of the base under the win- 
dows is perhaps as perfeot an example of the decorative skill of a Hindu 
architect as any to be found in In^ia. The main lines are everywhere 
carried through without interruption, while the varioty and elegance of the 
pattern is only such as could issue from the fertile brain, or be exeouted by 
the patient hands, of a Hindu artist. It (the temple) oombines construc- 
tive propriety with exuberant deooration to an extent not often surpassed in 
any part of the world. 

Andal shrine . — Its ornaments are soulptures taken from some earlier 
temple which has been ruined. These soulptures are as perfect as any to be 
found in this neighbourhood. Not only are the figures themselves elegant 
and freer from exaggeration than is generally found even in this district, 

1 Architecture in Dharwar and Mysore, 44, 48, and 49. 
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but the canopies over them are characterised by singular elegance of detail 
and beauty of design 

In his History of Indian and Eastern Architecture 1 , which contains a 
woodout of one of the perforated screens of tho BelQr temple, he says : — 

“ It is not, however, either to its dimensions, or the disposition of its 
plan, that this temple owes its pre-eminence among others of its class, but 
to the marvellous elaboration and beauty of its details. The following 
woodcut will convey some idea of the richness and variety of pattern dis- 
played in the windows of the porch. The pierced slabs themselves, however, 
are hardly so remarkable as the richly carved base on which they rest, and 
the deep oornice which overshadows and protects them. The amount of 
labour, indeed, which each facet of this porch displays is such aB, I believe, 
never was bestowed on any surface of equal extent in any building in the 
world ; and though the design is not of the highest order of art, it is elegant 
and appropriate, and never offonds against good taste. 

The sculptures of the base of the vimana are as elaborate as those of 
the poroh, in somo places more so. Tho upper part of the tower is ano- 
malous. It may be that it has been repairod till it has assumed its present 
disoordant appearance.” 

In Workman’s Through Town and Jungle (page 85), whioh oontains a 
few views of the same temple, these remarks oocur : — 

“The Belur temple stands in a court which is entered through a 
profusely decorated gopura. It has several pavilions, but the chief attrac- 
tion is the large and elegant poroh with stone windows out like those at 
Somanathpur in many patterns but more elaborate. These windows are 
extremely ornamental and perfootly adapted to this style of architecture 


1 1 , 439 - 440 . 
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Inscriptions relating: to. the Kesava Temple at Belur 
Belur, 58. 1117. (Extracts). 


<v^fT<r srfrrfttefr ftrara 



tn^Rnrar wyrt 

HoS: I 

*TT%W#T ST^ fC Wo 5 TBTfftstJ^ 

aw t ft w tr^nw il 

?mt acmwmmnf: qt^r s w gtftre r repgT ! i 
grrerr: qntry: *13 11 

^mrgmreT^ppqgrcnrerr fsrj«T**i«T: i 
oifvi 5rhnr n* f^;$rr n 

stt^t ^ 

T Tr rg^nr: «*qrT*n*; -ajhr^ i 
fcmumqu c unfr q tc^. fwr^ 
q«% 3pprc qrrt f^sra 5 TW%ni ?jg: u 

^r «ft*farq?r qrt OTrft* vrrt hrwr 

far* g|«g< i 

<(Tpl KjqiflWJqgt eTnvra 5IZIV4 

farfrqrfargfaq i ftifigaftyahi : iro^ q: n 
qqpf i 

Wfoss fir i giffas qftfirpiwt il 


g**t q*J3* ii 


7 


w&fMNi ^pr i y g g ?r^Ms!5% n 

fs&irwi g> siT*ycm ; i 

gnrownw^irflmT ?iw fsmr wt i>dq«ww i i» 
«rwnnh«rrft^ Sprigs ^r ff^^ irg^yr ^gg^ g: i 
3«THni^T»npw*n *ft*rr gornm^sTt wferar: i> 

« i> »n<i w snrr i 

wm: ^^v r Ag awri n 


ic nftqg »rq w [q sq^ g:i^p^yT 
<iy. |^WmW TVWfe% I 

ftgrwt wilt ^ «3www BnMrwif 

wrc » 

^mcnantr yw^wi f mewrisftwTniif 
*ite»*t»nfafcMT*;y ni ^r«r?n =ur arf^r^rr i 

^mrftnwK^ fk « «frr. n 

q th q l i mi i TMM^wioftJitiiift^ wpnirwtf^ i 



^t^?<s«.r« a 

ftjW »il««55 «t3T5T yfag ^ II 

q i wnfinhn ft«i i ^imll^ h ii 

IT I «fW^JUn WlwST^ ^TUTwH® it 




irpt > yw^ <iR i g ^ *qni^a i^ q q^ w 


ii 


qfmw i *M Pnwrjpra^ «Wl N 

it qnWM ^ 1 ft*gqg i g^ q ^ n 
ntn litiftft m ?ha i 






CEILING IN KAPFE CHKNNIGARAYA TEMPLE. 


PI. XXXV 11. 
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»r**i*in£q^ s^TrJTJrrrt JTvfrrifor^r n 

<ronrr«T *i^?r f^rsprur to <rt^nnT 1 

’frtrr^ ^»T3*T5CTOt:*Tr3T3rrst 11 

^T^ToS ^JTFT5fttf?TT f?!T55^Sn=T ?J*T VTSTTJTng I 

f%r ^siosrasfra qrn^: ^ncr^T ngc^Si sft?i 11 

snrf?* vi <0)i r^r^t^f%TcTrrifr ^ <ut . ^grRi^v^irtgnfra^rofirirHT^: 1 
5FT9FP5 *TT?I l%nri:*J»T**f TT'^Tr^T : f^g^T tl 

^IT^ ^ TfPT^ T «roTTfTO^ : ^snTT^^rf $ g : I 
^nTOTg^g ^g tqr? ?T^r*raT5&5T»s*s«R*v**:: 11 
^gr^ , CT5 : sr?T»|^T3ar ? rr^ srsfmsTTOtTO^ ^r;*. nsr 1 
srm’f^r: 5rr?TfT «qr^ xtstjt g?r^ 11 

*rgr m*mr. ys Mi^dm ^ vrrmsr gr*^ <K<*srg- 1 
«irr:^?T f%?r ^frT: *r*renr: ^T^Jrrm ^ ^pt>t n 

gjFftjTRIo^^'J^RT^T^T *T*gofr^I*n^r: 
f^vg: ^ iicrTm ^ ^ zjTj&&f3T s^sr. 1 

*l3r&ftzmxtsz*i'ikTW*T&ri£t w*?**. *r^r 
*w>^W5TftTTOmfar wt^^r^rrJTftr: 11 

sni^^rrrTTTB^rT^ f3T*m?r WJ& «*sj 

«Tc?*rirgw sronrfa *r 1 

*TTOT 

*r wrap* ^iPrft^r^TVgwsvzr *ttst% nr*g^r: 11 
fa* q ^ <n*UTf%*«r*Tsi , sri'sy?T f% 5 3P»^ *^ 7 * 
tfH* qg3 T <-H f*% aj*Tqf5TWm»ffWS^& l' 
g^wr^r sresrroV f;ro:r£ *tjt 4 
srssrvrrr c£t 11 

*fl^ lo g. qt -UJqA< l vKl g5 ^ ^r^^ rfiS^fwTf^T 3T|«>7 <1 I 

*g^*r tfiar^ 7T5T trorrH: toi? *fr n 
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it ftjrnrasirftfoifrf aaanr ar i 

aNrarj g g mwfoai tft Pm^gma* II 
fq»r% qtata aiftr *r i aim: iwafor aft* qfafc gt n 
iro got i gmra fowj^nr gaqamr u 

qjrWfcr *rft qtaarr’ng 5 mgg i 

waft fmg ?ftpj#»ta mnisj i 

w.a«« fa*.iftfo4w jft**?g*jRT<iftq « 


swftmmronqwsfwsraar *fnn»¥a*mg, ^awarg^Mrcg, wg^awfawr- 
w:i aag q *nfo*4gaw *g, aan^HswTnfm^f^qr^tfg, qTaftroftwtasvimu 
arqg, «frmg^^w^%afsr^^>?g, a^jma*STaftRqa : q^n3. aTWftwrw 


‘Srwmqgwqjftsrg, 


fqamftmtqafaagwrfw* 



jJtRwqmftaatftewgaojg, ^gf^giTi aa^^-i i ^ ggTmTTmma ^i T^ gt q ^y T q i- 
Srg^awrmra^tjfltam^myag, ag^^wf^^»m4t?^fi»5rTia*^ag, ^* 


?:mRftifaaw5gTf*mg>iirTa^«i?^^s!T^gftnp*f mngarag , wgamat^ftawnKT* 


fawRffaw>«fcwTgwgiTa3, m^«gaR4r?^^(^3im5«4(?Trmor ftfiprer^rcirag, 
^rmJMaa^aa^Br^Rj^^^ymrarMr^jfta^rrmsgsTRTg^ginir^si^raag^- 
a*w^gncgwrft?mmmw3' .^rgrr^ft^rc^H^nifr^mfg, smaaftfa- 


*rwa<?;a5TSR?gjm%a*g, m<irm?T$g?$aRgTK$mg, aiFrcwawafoawaag*- 
mwg, w&qtmqsmgfw^mrmqg, a^ftsnaimaaagftTas, ^gftarwft- 
aig$r3> awiaguargftiwi’frw^rtfg, gswroartfgaasmftniwg, w»iq?w<*?w- 
ftftmgrsrg, aw«qm5rrafac3> arw;rafwR»it«mrw;rcg, arqagrroataTftgw- 
*ng, wmafawnmrfaa j f ta m a^am wawg, faaqwrgiawnwjgai^faRr*- 
q«aqg, qaaamwfaawfefowtwwwftmirgmmaqftwfasarcmg, mq^g- 
*g, w>aamwfaarfaft4*w*sfaw;g*gug rrnrmibnqg, wr"wmr»*srfai*jlft- 
*iw;raq*m{Srg, g^gqtaiT^rqafaqaq;?^#:fo5g, jTTftwwarwaqikwg , aft- 
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^q^qr 5 mTVqq\€req$^ 7 ^qTTCiq*i, «n%- 
qqre&q^Nftijuw i * 3 , H*fa5a3r>£3T*3Rjr*T3Tqg, qraqraqrqr^qqrotfarcnqw- 
gsqrmffrJTqR^Rg, %fM*g^ff^^»a|p3»nT3T3, q^trsrcrHg, i^iftsr^qJT'** 5 *- 
fq^arqqrcragtryrag, qwqsft^qg^q^rRqRqqrag, ^ftfttora^qfcs'qrawqgT- 
^rqVqg, qff>J^55afci0rgfff?Trm^wT3, arrfm^^rToS^srs^, snfi^r^tif^mg, 
smssffcrcRrss^ffag, ^smfonfg, aptf^Sr^q^crg, srtfs^resrisg^, ^g- 
fefT^renTTjj, ¥rncfe?r<rfbjT 5 , gR <|wB^ , Ta[tfe?Rwr% 3 * 3 , qc qTfeaqgqrereg 
grqrfiq^qrrafrg^g, q^ift^nrorfawrag, 

q3rq*nq^T^q^TTf^%qfafeqT^:jTq*mq^wqq5T3, €rcfe?rcwrr%5jn!T^?5r- 
f«wRgT%g^<^r«55^!T5, qrTqqrtfarjRsfarTqrT^qg, 511 x 5555153 * 3 , whww- 
g?rq*qir?rr>it*ar*3, *T3fsmnw*q*3, ^tfr'.sT^^f^^hrsnrro^g, n«5q*re5*r*53, 
q»rq€rtfrcqqf^w?Jnrsrg, ^rtflRrq^r^^rqwrg, fqsrqHr^rq- 

013 , amos gfaftqg, sfr&q ^ 13 , wmmgqqwsS g>ffq^fre:*Ti? fa^gq^ 

qteess^qT, qrg *nffoq qfeq q^n, %\jj %*qsra%, qjq^ ^ijonr qi^a- 

N9 

rqfqrf^qn>l, qqq^ gmq gnqsrnrewrr qftqrfstj^r 11 

qqferepwrav&i »3T ? ^^nn'rmTT^3, Hmt*q£rfcrg, qr^rq^r^TTiftrsT- 
fstavn&g, fqg^rr^nftjT^g, isTg^r%?mj*Mra:- 

sirei^g, fa^q$q«q>*m*rq*rfWbra?3r^g, q Rqrc q ;foa q re q $ 3igireg, ?nrVi- 
^^^ q qi hq^ q ^Hq^T^q ^q ^rt^iq^g, nn ci^qf^rq^Rfq?3f , 
q*!&iq><!Mq<.?si*nfag f sRg, ^rqwqfa'^OT^^rqmq^TTr%q;grg, wqrqjmqq- 

*3, ^qremgm^q*qfqgfq*%g, arg^ 1 RifiniPirqsnfrg. rqt%q?i$Preq<i«iqni- 
Rramftrg, *r<R«5*raqroifmfag> *nfarenf?raTqqftg, qf^qqTfqr^rrefviR^, 
qraftn«nR?rg, reiifr qmrq gftg*i *3 rgft faRr^ «fmf?qRq«^r qfwirr^rq stpct- 
gf fa qj q*g, sftr^mfrqftJT taigc* i&4rffcirg[ sfon , g«gq> $q q R g c gqr- 
’crw Jpymqf 11 

j qRa^q ^qy^T^q^r^prenyqg, gqg«rRr:arg, 

q**q»3roTg> fqTqqrqTqqr^^f^qq^rqf vg , qw^i^qg, *nrftnsn»s- 

qw^qq^ fsr*5Tgrqqrm$qg, smqjgfaqfr qqqrftmqg, s&iSffcft irg^rq^qg, 
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grarerorar $gr>1?rfag, ^gqRqrarbrg, 5*far?tfi% g^q^ri^g, 

g^^rtitffifltg rmtguwa^g. «iwR»i?nnPlg ^rgom^g, 5^r?qFNmr*m*fc| 
q^g or na lg, fa gn ar ^ fg^gs^yfirg nsau^^j, srsfafaq?* ^frrrerqfg, %m- 
^mi%iinr7Tg, gvjra^ffenj, tt%«'T 55J^ f^r?q«rqr?ig, 

«*nr^^tf?ig, ^gfaqjir^Tfaa «ftg- 

^amg, 7wftw?i^3n?<^nE5a^mr5TJT*T5T^?5q'g, *mm*>:iT<Rr»m3T 

?^g, fJSSmSR UC<j %fr?T'IT?TimTT^Tt^ II 

^R:a^^qqre^gT^g*re*>^ fa g<^yrg* f f -sq a vj q fa ^r^rg, gaqssftg 
^*ag^ ^Rfreq g HRfruqr%faT^ aH i q^ g% mg.qa ^^grgrTg, argyuTOsrcTJRtf- 
fa^gs*T^R;g^drrr%afaq^vr^J^Rqw^, H'a<j<Mfe a fafwfaraq><*5i«* - 
fa 5Tg M reHqr<Traq%%^?TWfaqTr5^&areg^TfeCT >4 t Ma g, s r nRiqgqfcqre^gr - 

^CFmrw^q^TT^, ^sKTMgTRvjTTrar^^rJfffewrTr^^r^^qiTsrn^^nr^r^' 
q aR^M^V^ faf^iTR^r ii'ftdMcqftti fq 'iitiig , s^i^gsfaHTgT ft frqafa rarrvr- 

rqftwnm4r?;aH*raH?Tg, 9r*mq?w*f*3r^dTrng sR*sg, 
ar^ft^^^rg , srgwi^dgffg, argwft^g^g, 3m^$?Rs*R, aRERdntffrg, 
anq g ’TT fr rmf^ftftg, ^agsR^rag^g, ^rc^gfed^qiraR’ansasr^qg, qrasr- 
*q^qg, Sragwfirq ^rmysRSTm^or^re «ftwfa«g^H^*T5ff\?i* 

q^fa r fa gsr?a%* irn% i 

st*r*I *nfarc* gsr^w^sR ^aftareRHSTf %qg^r qspft *fqrc «ft- 
finrRrrT*m%m; ^a**ftarn:r*ro^T f^q^r^rqrf^qrs^n fa- 

«ft%wiRHn&r>p: qrsrqrg^ fa*ir%?n: OT am^q fa^ ' t su i q' i oaMiq *nre?r 
gfoOT* 3ftfq?RfaRTR q^ror^^rf^i sfriT^* 

>4TTrg^« jtu%^ gf% srarg^ ^ftg ^qrofanremc?! 

aTRTfi^ %*, qrefw? «nrfa icarcg, fagg? *rflr?T, 

arfs^T^JR^ntTf fgt^feosq^ *rf?7T wss&RSfrssfeqr^fres^, worfo- 

sirr q fcggv qr. srrca q^Srt 3rrerfir*n%^ 

^rg^fflwi^rr^ fafaqR f^sfrqT^wqferr n *f?Rf3g fN»- 

>Rg yrerctqg ^y^g;fe d3ft q ftgn^ r q >r^ t orRdnRRfag a fifq^q 11 
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wwiwAwi • 

«*rftw: q rffrfr* g fl«i ^ ^ ^%wnwc‘ 
^c^rf *rcmi *r *rt ^rtoh i 
^rewMiwm wbri ifws nw»: 11 

fqi r row 4i^u4nr»ii<i qr u 

it mc PTPTPT <m: ii 


Inscription on the pedestal of Vijaya-Narayana or K< 

1117 

fi pi gp l ^M^ig s qrfe?nftBW| !fg: i 


va. 


Inscription on the pedastal of Kappe-ChennUfaraya. 

C 1117 

mffhifrmgfina ri a if v%r ft«iw»?nn i 


il 


II 


Belur 20. 1180. (Extracts.) 





I 


<iw r^ nT*w#i i w: ii 

qrt i frwnwgwnt *r n 

infoferrg i *Tt u 

it ift^www mn 


R 
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Belur, 72. C. 1 185. (Extracts.) 

% srrd^rv%9T>«n^ i 
^grg : iRrrf^qf^r: u 


CUUIUl^q^lHtlt) qglqft<| q |«q> » i 


ft«i! qmncT»q^mn^> >^ 

vfNr^qi^qqi 



«r: w pwww 
«et iraifi ^dihq> g ft^ngiqwgy : II 

5f)qi2^ioA^n^i i 
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a r sg a f T fr qxT^f ^nrggqnnh iThTr 

<a i ft *yftw i 

^rrgr yKtgqi q qfo ^rergftref mg ?tqTg«hTTg. 

«wi* «f>rfaremri£ &»£*£&* g ftrargil 

4 ^Nrre*T*jm-H?t ftig *ft mqft % ^ r Pasf i 
qffrgr ggc * 1 % sronmigg: i 

sqfa&frT ^ ^smm*nwn q*tfr% iftnmw : 

^ls«i sr* mft&mF3; II 

«tsg m q i ^ q rqr^qgf^rqpgrTt srt i n> si r??rrsft 

<jq><*q **»«<rgsn'ftg r%55S^TT^TTT^mvqrTt qr: i 

*ifasrq€tf^qgm?TOrsT: 

sft^gmgmm ftrermfrgqmmfqm q: ii 


cf^ for gq qT^rfTT^ m ^ f gqT ^ : i 

qr qP Tq ft q: ^r?T^5T ^$5T: II 

^TW^f^f^vignmnr: mgm^rqu^r 
ireqT^ w^r% 3f qq^rvtfftr eiosrqqqlH. I 




q^T qr«fT?^iT»q %5Tqfr mqr «TT: II 

qfwn^F?n%q«jTT«r q>«4q< ^mT y q%mT*rmg 

^fqfo ft gq^q qfcsrqfti mg. tesrsd^ra: n 
^ETTTMg*T^gncqrq»o5T#o5T ft 
jj/Euvq srofto gf&g -q gfa *i ?gq i <sqT ti ^ I 
fgqqfir m * : ^f rqgfrmT ^mftr^qtqm 

mmqrcrer g^rsr^tqlt qrg mg.il 
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qv^: 

«rt% sro* ?r?«R^wfti^ ^nw^i^fs^ n 

sfir juT^f ^in^q: iUrgr u^mfirr 
=srrcfT: q« g^n w ^Jqs i 

aq^ q>r ag\ q pi^qf^fSrwwTTiflrqi 1 ^ 

«4 * B T ^aggfr ararq -^i+y r q< <r qj5 i 

rCTqJr^^q^iTq^'q^ *iT«ftsf^i q ^w : 
ets^r jwroCrriq^ft^?:: «ft«iq. II 

*r5^qi^»«qi^ gqqrw«%qr qgiq . • 
qawiw sftipqqwqrfvisiTqqi: 11 


*eCTS«T ff^qqrqqiiluidM-jIdWa^^fqwiTb: 

qfiq i>am j » u qt 3 i *u% f^arcra g^npwfiwr ^ ; 11 
q q f^ r q . fqftr?q ?q^K q?qf^wrar?; 

q>i ^w qq ftgqq nm yri>wf vi^ot i 

?rqqnnq5^F5 qftr!r53 ^rrginRf «f i fqqs 
mfcu^ q fq^«r?r iq^nq^ararTqrssqcTs il 
BTWt sq|f: ’cfoSf)’ fa«t>oa«frU:*ft *I« 
q^fToCT: qsrm^ qqfir qjq®: ^qqj fti^qnft l 
3TT»vfts<*»*vj: qw*si55nii2qj^iq«i i^l cqill 
a^t«s: ^ra?qmq 4-qcft 11 

BT*f: H«Tqf|Rft <umtKf *K^ft IP 
qsw: q^fr ^an^ m w |A *q < q^k: i 

1 1 qTisstsft Irsftr^ 



INSCRIPTION (BHLUR W) RECORDING THE CONSECRATION OP THE 

KESAVA TEMPLE A UV 






SANK AKKSV AKA TFMPLF. TO WEST OF BELUR 


HH ASIATIC SJJIETS. -AL®OTt 





awriO%<iuii^ iq ft>iia»iiyi^<iftM » n 


^nwraNnt^ i 



l 


aA qyann «rsrt »rarr 

uplift : w RnF^Hramoft <nftpftn ft ft< i 
*1% 

^ ^g t get aflq^ q i r g iq r ll 
< ! ■**■*« > «l W wwft 

Qir^i %»<o4^i on i *ofz«mi ^ n %wr» 
ai% w fiwywteiwmr N to^ii 

ftro vnmpiT: mftart 

^^renataiiiftwroft ^OThfl nd 
rflwyarwt^rnaT *w?t fil%?r a.w^m n 

N* 

qaaiamrfiwwi^ sro^rfil 

vj% wfffSr *ni 

fhcy i «n^i fo g» if& ll 

Bnpr^ jd irvnuTO CTftHrt 

finnw^r 
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Uelur 13. 1-484. (Extracts.) 

9Tir mi rt 

«^i?qriPc’N?n 5 r^afj( i 
*T« mygmn Tjornor^rfvr: 
ttkt 55^Trmrr^»rm ^nf^rr vi«imrar » 

«^g II 


Uelur 1 I 


C. 1484. 




(Extracts.) 




^i^nrg^sn I 

5 »vrT^vi^cn? 55 Tma^ 3 q^ 5 ft gH OT ar gat ^ : . 

^njcl fg 3 l% 5 ?WOTT »^t: II 


Uelur 64. 1736. 

^fl* 4 r^«<J mmT 1 ^ *4 <1^.1 «<rllj<rl?T*»rl W Im^IT 

8 ?^ wi q ai g g qg||^i%^ ^onj^ ^ i 

m% mrmcq^aggrreft qjii ^4i ^qra: 
mmi4 mmq^«r f^g<qr«mgn mnrgw r m f^oq^ II 
II II 


Belur 65 . 1774 . 

«/hr?fT^ mmr«^ grarq^ 

gnrwf 31^1 qaftr ^i»n:n l ?qi^ « 

gu E nq % » mq^ q garqrqf w i eir^ II 

II || 






